tive efficiency depending on the age of the animals
equilibrium behavior in all cases, except for the animals which were trained for a long period (7 days) before the the postoperative scores. Therefore, the relative eflesion. Preoperative training was also efficient providing fects of pre-and postoperative trainings were differit was long enough (7 days), except for the animals which ent according to the age the cerebellectomy was postoperative training began the day after cerebellectomy.
done. In these studies, ablation of the cerebellum It can be stated that both preoperative and postoperative and, a fortiori, the preoperative training were done trainings influence the restoration of the equilibrium folin immature rats whose cerebellum was not comlowing a cerebellectomy and that, in some instances, prepletely formed and a maturational dimension must operative training can be as efficient as postoperative.
be taken into account. In other words, the effects of ᭧ 1995 Academic Press, Inc.
both trainings, and especially those of the preoperative one, interfered with the maturational processes. The main aim of the present study was to rule out From a large number of studies, it is well known the interference between training and maturational that the nervous system does not mature indepenprocesses in the acquisition of the equilibrium bedently of the environment in which the animal develhavior in cerebellectomized animals and, for this ops and that training is crucial in behavioral recovpurpose, our interest has been focused on the relaery after nervous injuries (see Jeannerod & Hecaen, 1979, for references) . In previous studies (Auvray, tive efficiency of preoperative and postoperative senCaston, Reber, & Stelz, 1989; Zion, Auvray, Caston, sorimotor training on restoration of the equilibrium Reber, & Stelz, 1990) , some of us have demonstrated behavior of cerebellectomized adult mice. Besides, that in cerebellectomized young rats preoperative we wanted to know whether the duration of the preand postoperative training are both efficient in the operative training was an important parameter in acquisition of the equilibrium behavior, their relasuch a restoration. At last, given that it is known that postlesion training most often interferes with the reorganization of the injured nervous system
